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Standardization of geographical names in Korea

« natural features = NGI|, local authorities

« maritime features = KHOA

« man-made features = NGI|, local authorities
(a part of)

« administrative divisions = MOIS
& streets local authorities

« other man-made features = individual authorities

v" NGII: National Geographic Information Institute (B + i ¥ (%R )

v" KHOA: Korea Hydrographic and Oceanographic Agency (Bl 37 /&% A &)
v MOIS: Ministry of the Interior and Safety (17T Z £ &)

v KCGN: Korea Committee on Geographical Names (Bt Z ZEF)



Standardization of geographical names in Korea

natural features = NGII, local authorities
maritime features — KHOA

man-made features = NGII, local authorities

(a part of) KCGN's involvement
administrative divisions = MOIS

& streets local authorities

other man-made features = individual authorities

v" NGII: National Geographic Information Institute (B + i ¥ (%R )

v" KHOA: Korea Hydrographic and Oceanographic Agency (Bl 37 /&% A &)
v MOIS: Ministry of the Interior and Safety (17T Z £ &)

v KCGN: Korea Committee on Geographical Names (Bt Z ZEF)



Korea Committee on Geographical Names
(BxRtEEES)

« Merging two committees in 2010

- Central Geographical Names Committee
(P EHEE) (1958~2009)

- Marine Geographical Names Committee
(B Ft&ZE8g) (2002~2009)

 Act on the Establishment and Management of
Spatial Information (formerly, Act on Measurement,
Hydrographic Survey and Land Registration)

(ZREERS B L 51 FO| ot iE=)




Korea Committee on Geographical Names
(BRMEEZESR)

« composed of 30 members

- 11 government, 19 non-government

« two sub-committees & two secretariats
- natural/man-made features: NGlI
- maritime features: KHOA

« examine proposals and make final decisions on
the names standardization



Tasks of national names authorities

Setting principles and procedures of standardization

Standardization: proposal, approval, announcement
(including checking on errors and corrections)

- 152,850 natural/man-made feature names by NGlI
(by 2018)
- 1,091 marine feature names by KHOA (by 2018)

« Managing toponymic databases and gazetteers

Toponymic research and publication
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Achievements and Challenges

« Marine geographical names by KHOA (Sung)

« Natural/man-made feature names by NGll (Choo)



Natural/man-made feature names:
bottom-up procedures of standardization

Proposal for naming and renaming by city/county/
district committees

Approval by metropolitan/provincial committees

Approval and final decision by KCGN, then officially
announced through official gazette (& k)



Figure 1. The Flowchart of the Approval and Change of
Geographical Names

proposal

- Individual/group/local
government

- National Geographic Infor-
mation Institute, Ministry
of Land, Infrastructure and
Transport

city/county/district

discussion

city/county/district
committee on
geographical names

discussion and

city/province

reconciliation

- chairperson: local muni-
cipality head

- committee members: not
more than 7 members

city/province committee
on geagraphical names

MNational Geographic
Information Institute,
Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and
Transport

final discussion

- chairperson: administ-
rative deputy governor/
deputy mayor

- committee members: not
more than 10 members

The Korea Committee on
Geographical Names
[KCGN)

official announcement

- chairperson : elected from
among the committee
members who are not
government officials

- committee members : not
more than 30 members

[contents of official announcement: geographical names
that are approved or changed, Location, coordinates)

inform results

map revision and
database update

- city/province concerned

Source: Toponymic Guidelines
for Map and Other Editors For
International Use: Republic of
Korea (2" edition, 2015)



Achievements: Standardization

152,850 names (1958~2018)
420 names (2012~2016)
335 names (2017~2018)

2012|2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | Total

1sland 10 0 0 49 40 99

natural peak 3() | 0 |42 0 8 15(3)

features | mountain 2 I(1) | 2(2) | 3(2) | 3(1) | 11(6)

others 3(1) | 44) 1 0 0 8(3)

bridge 3 0 6 29 81 119

artificial | Intersection| 0 0 0 0 55 55
features | park 0 ] 0 26 18 45
others** | 3(2) | 6(3) | 3(2) | 24(4) | 32 | 68(11)
Total 24(4)| 12(8) | 16(6) | 131(6) | 237(1)|420(25)

* Numbers in the parenthesis represent name changes.
*% Others include underpasses, tunnels, eco-bridges, etc.




Achievements: Principles of standardization

 Revision made in 2018 (formerly 2005, 2012)

« Composed of:
3 grand principles,
2 priorities of name choice,
7 types of names to be avoided,
2 rules of commemorative naming and
3 procedural recommendations



Major principles of standardization

v One name for one feature
v" Current names not be modified or discarded without valid reasons

v Names currently in local use, names reflecting local identity,
history, cultural heritage, or sense of place be prioritized

v Names with derogative meanings, motivated by the context of
commercialization, causing confusion by existing same names,
using series of numbers be avoided

v" Names of persons associated with the area and deceased at
least ten years may be used, but no living persons.

v Names of features belonging to the jurisdiction of more than one
local municipality shall be decided upon agreement between the
relevant municipalities.



Challenges: controversies between municipalities

- Different name proposals for transboundary features

 Bridges, tunnels, mountains

« Agreement made:

Seocheondaegyo (£%/11X#8) vs. Gunsandaegyo (BfLLIX18)
— Dongbaekdaegyo (Z1HX15)

* Dongbaek(= 44, =Z1H) means camellia.
Sinandaegyo ($1ZZA18) vs. Unnamdaegyo (EFA1E)
— Kimdaejungdaegyo (FXHKIE)
* Kim Daejung was a president of Korea.



Challenges: controversies between municipalities

« Agreement NOT made, had to put in vote:

Paryeongdaegyo (/1 \&X18) vs. Jeokgeumdaegyo (&4 X18)
— Paryeongdaegyo (\FKX18)

* Paryeong (/\%?) is the name of a mountain while Jeokgeum (&) is
the name of an island.

Noryangdaegyo (£ K#8) vs. 2"d Namhaedaegyo (55288 X18)
= Noryangdaegyo (ZZX15)

* Noryang (&22) is the name of villages in both sides while Namhae is
the name of an island as well as of a local municipality.



Challenges: validity of principles

All proposed names originated from neighboring
features with local use based on cultural heritage

In case there are common elements with no
opposition, agreement is feasible, but otherwise, not.

Strengthening the validity of principles?



Procedural recommendation
(new clauses in the 2018 edition of the Guidelines)

v" Names of features belonging to the jurisdiction of more than
one local municipality shall be decided upon agreement
between the relevant municipalities.

v Attempts shall be made to find a name representing
elements common to relevant local municipalities

v Names which can cause disputes by applying local elements
exclusively belonging to just one local area shall be avoided

v" In case of artificial features, names used temporarily during
the construction period are not admitted as names currently
in local use.



Challenges: legal validity of the Guidelines

« Currently no legal binding power

« Should be complemented by additional articles in
the existing legislative framework or by establishing
a new comprehensive law for geographical names

A grand framework to manage geographical names
in general which involves all government agencies
should be considered.



