Submission Form

for a proposal of a session during the Regional Conference of IGU, Kraków, Poland, 18-22.08.2014

1. Title of the session: Geographical aspects of place names

2. Type of session (please choose one):

X IGU Commission / Task Force session

□ Thematic session

3. Organizer(s) and chairperson(s) of the session:

Name: Peter Jordan 

Organization: Austrian Academy of Sciences, Institute of Urban and Regional Research

Address: A-1010 Wien, Postgasse 7/4/2

Email: peter.jordan@oeaw.ac.at

Tel. +43(1)51581-3539

Fax +43(1)51581-3533

The chairperson(s) of a session is/are responsible for the evaluation of the abstracts and dividing the presentations into oral and poster form in the period Jan. 15-Feb. 15, 2014.

4. Please provide below 3-4 names and affiliations of the speakers who are expected to attend the conference and give oral presentations:

1. Cosimo Palagiano, University La Sapienza, Rome

2. Yaives Ferland, Laval University, Quebec, Canada

3. Ferjan Ormeling, Utrecht University, Netherlands

4. Maciej Zych, Commission on Standardization of Geographical Names Outside the Republic of Poland
5. A short description of the session topic, aim, content etc. (max. 1 standard page):

Aim of the session is to highliht geographical aspects of place names such as:

(1) Principles for creating new place names: e.g. with commercial naming, street names, commemorative naming in general. 

(2) Place names as expression of time- or space-related identity: e.g. Why do they have this function? What do they indicate? What do they mean for non-dominant groups? What does this mean for legal regulations? What is the meaning of the endonym/exonym divide in this context?

(3) Place name/feature relation: e.g. Up to where has a name endonym status? Can sea names be endonyms?

(4) Motives for place naming: e.g. Cultural background of the name-giving community? Synchronic and diachronic diversity of motives? What do place names tell us about name-giving communities? Transparent and opaque names. Motives of our times: commercialisation versus preservation of the cultural heritage. Place-names changes and their driving forces? 

(5) Place names and administration: e.g. Administrative competences for place names? Street names as a case in point. Street naming in multilingual urban quarters. Naming when administrative units (municipalities, districts) are merged. Treatment of place names of non-dominant and indigenous groups. Place-names boards and committees of all administrative levels and their responsibilities.

(6) Place names and transportation: e.g. Naming on road signposts, naming in the railway system, naming in air transportation.

(7) Place-name conflicts: e.g. What do place-name conflicts indicate? Backgrounds and reasons of current conflicts. Best-practice in solving place-name conflicts.

Based on this session abstract we will disseminate a call for papers. So the four paper presenters are just a possible sample out of a much larger group of colleagues. We would also ask to reserve about 4 time slots (with 4 papers each) for our session. We expect at least 20 paper submissions – as we had them with IGU Cologne and IGU Kyoto. 

Please send the form to: igu2014@home.pl :

1. In the case of an IGU Commission / Task Force session no later than 15 Oct., 2013 
2. In the case of a Thematic session no later than 30 Nov., 2013
